AASF Safety Spot - May 2023
Weather for Everyone:

The AASF Spring Seaplane Seminar featured two weather presentations that generated a lot of interest
from our membership. Our presenters were:

Graham Weston, Meteorologist in Charge at the Anchorage Center Weather Service Unit (CWSU,
National Weather Service) presented Web-based Tools for Aviation Weather.

Gary Hufford, Former Regional Scientist, National Weather Service presented Using Satellite
and Radar Images to Make Go/No Go Decisions.

| had a little trouble keeping up as the presentations bounced from web site to web site. The
following pages contain the top-level links to the web sites Graham and Gary referenced at the
seminar. Each page has an active link along with a picture of the web site’s top-level page so you
can easily identify the web site’s content.

| plan to download this document to my computer desktop / phone to keep it handy. Then I'm
going to explore each of the web sites in depth and make note of what | find useful. Your useful
and my useful may be different depending on our missions and existing meteorological
conditions. When there’s fires burning in the summer, I'll be very interested in the UAF’s Alaska
Wildfires Smoke Forecast page. If there’s a volcano spewing ash, my interest will shift to the
Anchorage Volcanic Ash Advisory Center page. Most of the time | will start (and sometimes
finish) with the Alaskan Aviation Weather Unit site. In any event, I'll keep the document on my
desktop and use the quick links before flying.

Here’s hoping you find this document useful.

Rocky Capozzi
Chairman, AASF



Alaska Aviation Weather Unit

Radar Satellite Sfc Chart & SigWx Turbulence Icing Convection
Flight Cat Charts

Quick Zoom: | Alaska Statewide | Southcentral | Southwest | Bering | juneau/Southeast | Central/Northern | & Disable Mouse Scroll



https://www.weather.gov/aawu/

Anchorage Volcanic Ash Advisory Center (weather.gov)

https://www.weather.gov/vaac/
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Anchorage Volcanic Ash Advisory Center

Westher goe > Ancharage Voleanic Ash Advisary Center

Anchorage Volcanic Ash Advisory Center

Advisary Center
Current Hazards  Current Conditions Radar Forecasts Rivers and Lakes Climate and Past Weather  Local Programs
This is the listing of the most recent i ics. Please note, that the vast majority of the VAA products get transmitted under one
WMO header (FVAK21PAWU). The additional mmmyﬂdwlnmmdmmm
WMO Header VAA VAG
FVAK21PAWU X X
FVAK22PAWU X X
FVAK23PAWU X X
FVAK24PAWU X X
FVAK25PAWU X X

You can find more detailed information at the Alaska Volcano Observatory



https://www.weather.gov/vaac/

Anchorage Center Weather Service Unit

https://www.weather.gov/zan
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https://www.weather.gov/zan/

Experimental Alaska Aviation Guidance (AAG) (weather.gov)
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https://www.weather.gov/arh/aag

Anchorage, AK (weather.gov)

https://www.weather.gov/afc/|
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Home | Alaska Wildfires Smoke Forecast Page
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) U AFS M O K E Wildfire Smoke Prediction for Alaska

Welcome to smoke.alaska.edu!

A

Home

T The Weather Research and Forecasting model with inline Chemistry and fire plume rise dynamics (WRF/Chem)
Forecasts is used as core model to forecast the atmospheric dispersion of smoke downstream from Alaska wildfires.
S Forecasts for up to 72 hours are updated daily with current fire and weather information.

Sirenn e UAFSMOKE is an initiative supported by the Alaska Climate Research Center at the Geophysical Institute of the

University of Alaska Fairbanks in cooperation with colleagues from NOAA's Global System Division, Brazil's

s ciemonic Center for Weather Forecasting and Climate Studies (CPTEC/INPE), and the USFS Missoula Fire Sciences Lab.

About



http://smoke.alaska.edu/

GINA (alaska.edu)

& https://gina.alaska.edu

% gQuick access, refiable products for forcoasters & scarchers.

A Satellite Direct Broadcast Facility at
the University of Alaska Fairbanks

Near resi-time weather monitoring for Alsska and its adjacent oceans

Image Showcase
Cloud-Free Day in the
Alaskan Winter

a in winter ook fke on &
cloud free day? Lik { NOAA-20 captured
this True Color RGB image on February 2,
2023

Snow, Fog, Clouds and Some
Nighttime Views

far north means that the Alaskan
winters are dack, with very fittle direct
sunlight. This limits the use of some sateliite

Webinar Overview of the
2022 Alaska Fire Season
B Novwrriser 1, 2025

There'
November 16 &

upcoming webinar on Tuesday.
:00 AM AKDT! Climate
speciaiist Rick Thaman fram the ACCAP and



https://gina.alaska.edu/

