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Imagine flying this airplane

Without an FAA medical – 

Just a driver’s license 

Welcome to MOSAIC

Modernization of Special Airworthiness Certification



How does this concern me?

Alternatives for Aging Pilots and others concerned 

about passing the FAA Third Class Medical Exam 

The expansion of “Sport Pilot privileges” and the easier 

road to becoming a Sport Pilot is good news for our 

aviation community



What MOSAIC does: 

Overhauled the Light Sport Aircraft (LSA) rules 

established in 2004 

Greatly expands the list of aircraft that can be flown by 

Sport Pilots (or higher) with only a driver’s license as a 

medical



  

Old LSA Rules

Max weight 1320 for landplanes/1430 for seaplanes

Max level flight speed 120 KCAS

Max stall speed Vs1 45 KCAS

Max 2 seats

Max Powerplant-1

Landing gear-fixed

Fixed pitch prop

 



  

MOSAIC Final Rule

Sport Pilot Limitations became effective  

October 22, 2025

New LSA category aircraft certification becomes effective 

July 24, 2026 



Additional Mosaic Rules
(not discussed today)

The new Sport Pilot rules for aircraft other than 

airplanes (lighter-than-air, gliders, rotorcraft, etc.)

The new LSA aircraft manufacturer certification 

rules

The new LSA maintenance rules



Today’s Discussion 

- The difference between Sport Pilot and LSA

- “Sport Pilot privileges” – Current pilots can fly             

with only a Driver’s   License (Limitations apply)

- New pilots can become a Sport Pilot in as little as 20 

hours

- Becoming a Sport Pilot Instructor

- Medical options

- Review of Basic Med ‘in a nutshell’

- The importance of not getting denied for an FAA Medical

- “Medical deficiency”



Some proper use of terms:

“Sport Pilot” and “Light Sport Aircraft / LSA” will have two completely 

different meanings and uses.
 

The two have become “disconnected” with MOSAIC.

 

     Think of “Sport Pilot” as generally 

              referring to Pilot privileges

               Think of “LSA” as generally referring to  

            [mostly new] Airplane certification category 

    rules

 

     



Some proper use of terms:

When flying under the new rules that allow flying many airplanes with 

just a Driver’s License instead of an FAA Medical certificate, we should 

use the phrase: 

“Flying under Sport Pilot Privileges” (FARs 61.315 and 61.316)

 (NOT ‘Flying under LSA rules’!)

FAR 61.315 = Sport Pilot Limitations [3] (“Sport Pilot Privileges”)

FAR 61.316 = Performance limits and design requirements for the 

aircraft that a sport pilot may operate - ”The 59 K rule” [4]

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.315
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.316


Some proper use of terms:

When flying a C-172 “Under Sport Pilot privileges”, you are complying 

with the above two regulations,

 

It is NOT because  

 XXXXX “a C-172 is now an LSA!!!” XXXXX  

    Wrong!

 The C-172 remains a Standard Airworthiness Aircraft. 



Sport Pilot Privileges 



Sport Pilot Privileges 
‘in a nutshell’ 

FAR 61.315 [3]

- Max Vs1 of 59 KCAS FAR 61.316 [4]

- Max 4 seats at certification

- Max 1 passenger (pilot+1)

- VFR only (not below 3 sm visibility)

- Must maintain visual reference to the surface

- Max 10,000’ MSL (or 2,000’ AGL, whichever is higher)

- No towing

- Not in furtherance of a business or for compensation or hire 

- Night: Requires endorsement and either Basic Med or Third Class Medical

- Retractable gear: requires endorsement

- Controllable-pitch propeller: requires endorsement FAR 61.331 [15]

- Class B, C or D: requires endorsement FAR 61.325 [16]

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.315
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.316
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.331
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.325


Current pilots can elect to fly under Sport Pilot Privileges 

with only a Driver’s License

FAR 61.303 [2]  

-

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.303


Current pilots can elect to fly under Sport Pilot Privileges 

with only a Driver’s License

  FAR 61.316 "The 59 Knot Rule"   

-  Effective last October 22, 2025 

many single-engine light aircraft 

now fall under what we can call 

"The 59 Knot Rule".

- This allows pilots with a Sport Pilot certificate or above to operate 

airplanes with a Vs1 of 59 KCAS or less under Sport Pilot Privileges, 

which only requires a driver's license as a medical. - FAR 61.316: [4]

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.316


Definition of Calibrated Airspeed



Current pilots can elect to fly under Sport Pilot Privileges 

with only a Driver’s License

  FAR 61.316 "The 59 Knot Rule"   

-  Effective last October 22, 2025 many single-engine light aircraft now 

fall under what we can call "The 59 Knot Rule".



Remember: You must adhere to any restrictions of your U.S. Driver’s 
License when operating under Sport Pilot Rules

Are you required to wear Corrective Lenses?

Any other restrictions?



Sport Pilot Privileges - 

The 4 vs. 6 seat issue…

You can not just remove seats to attempt to comply.

“... since its original certification.... airplanes, which 
may have a maximum seating capacity of four persons. ” 61.316 (a) (2)



Some possible aircraft that can be flown under 
Sport Pilot privileges 

Cessna 172, some models of 180, 182, 177
Piper PA-28…Cherokee, Warrier, Archer

PA-18 Super Cub
Several models of RV (3,4,6,7, 8, 9)

Aeronca Champ
Ercoupe 415C
Luscombe 8A

Several models of Maule
And many others

Will yours qualify? 

How to know if your aircraft qualifies?



Sport Pilot Privileges 

How do you know if your 

airplane qualifies? 

The 4 vs. 6 seat issue…

C-180 TCDS example 
(first page)    TCDS 5A6



Sport Pilot Privileges - 

The 4 vs. 6 seat issue…

C-180 TCDS example
 (Thru 180F, 1963)

4 seats – 
OK for Sport Pilot Privileges

C-180 TCDS 
Models 180G – on
(1964 - on)

6 seats -
Not OK for 
Sport Pilot Privileges



1963 Cessna 180 Owner’s Manual

Vs1  65 MPH CAS = 56 KCAS
(minimum Vs1 for Sport Pilot is 

59 KCAS or 68 MPH)



Mooney M20

67 mph = 58 kts



Getting Ready for an FAA Ramp Check or Other

✓Be able to show your aircraft qualifies for you to fly under  
Sport Pilot Privileges

➢ Have a copy of the aircraft TCDS and Owner’s 
Manual or POH available for review and know where 
to find the relevant information.

➢ Have a valid U.S. driver’s license in your possession

✓Make sure you know and have complied with all the rules 
pertaining to flying under Sport Pilot Privileges



Becoming a Sport Pilot 

New pilots can become a Sport Pilot in as little as 20 hours [1]

 

 Including:

     15 hours dual instruction

     5 hours solo

     2 hours cross country flight training

     10 takeoffs and landings at an airport

     1 - 75 mile solo cross country flight

See Part 61 Subpart J for complete information [1]

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J?toc=1
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J?toc=1


Becoming a 

Sport Pilot Instructor 

Becoming a Sport Pilot Instructor is less involved than becoming a CFI-Airplanes 

-                             FOI Knowledge Test required

        Only 150 hours Total Time

       No Instrument Rating

       Uses 2023 Practical Test Standards 

          (no ACS yet) [22]

      See Part 61 Subpart K 

      for complete information [5]

https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/sport_airplane_pts_29.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-K?toc=1


Summary of some Important FARs

Sport Pilots

- Sport Pilots - CFR Part 61 Subpart J: [1]

 

- Flying as a Sport Pilot - CFR § 61.303: [2]

 Includes rules for flying with only a driver's license

 See § 61.303(a)(2)(ii)(A)(1) for a private pilot ("At least a recreational pilot...") 

for flying under this rule

 

- Sport Pilot Privileges and Limitations - CFR § 61.315: [3]

- The performance limits and design requirements for the aircraft that a sport pilot 

may operate -         CFR § 61.316   "The 59 Knot Rule” [4]

- Sport Pilot Instructors - CFR Part 61 Subpart K: [5]

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J?toc=1
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.303
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.315
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.316
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-K?toc=1


Other References:

       Advisory Circular 61-65K
        Certification: Pilots and Flight and Ground Instructors

        Includes sections on Sport Pilot and endorsements

        Issued: 11/14/2025 [21]

https://www.faa.gov/

FAA Practical Test Standards for Sport Pilot Airplanes 

and Flight Instructors [22]

Sport Pilot Advisory Circular AC61-146

https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_61-65K.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_61-65K.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/sites/faa.gov/files/training_testing/testing/test_standards/faa-s-8081-29.pdf


FAA Medical 
(Alternatives) 



Medical FARs:

CFR - Medical Certificates - CFR § 61.23:  [6]

CFR - Private Pilots flying under Basic Med (par. i) - CFR § 61.113(i): [7]

CFR - Basic Med - CFR Part 68: [8]

CFR - The rule that allows flying with only a driver's license to:

 Exercise the privileges of a Sport Pilot - CFR § 61.23(c)(1)(ii): [6]

Special Issuance Rules – CFR 68.9 [8]

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-E/section-61.113
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-68?toc=1
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-68?toc=1


Summary of some Medical Options and Limitations
Limitation Third Class Medical Basic Med Driver’s License       

Sport Pilot Privileges

IFR Yes Yes No

Visibility Part 91 Part 91 3 miles

Special VFR Yes Yes Not less than 3 miles

Night Yes Yes No (need Basic Med or 

Medical)

Passengers No limit 6 1

Airplane seats No limit 7 4

Altitude No Limit 18,000’ Not more than 10,000 feet 

MSL or 2,000 feet AGL, 

whichever is higher

Weight No Limit 12,500 lbs. Not specified

Aircraft Vs1 No Limit No Limit Not over 59 K CAS

International? Yes Varies – Canada: NO
Bahamas and Mexico - Yes

Varies – Canada: NO
Bahamas - Yes

Other Limitations See Far 61.23 See FAR 61.113 (i) See FAR 61.315



Review of Basic Med ‘in a nutshell’

Basic Med section: FAR Part 68 [10]

1) At any point after July 14, 2006, must have held a medical certificate issued 
under part 67.  61.23(c)(3)(i)(B) [6]

2) Need to complete a CMEC – Comprehensive 
Medical Examination Checklist [13]   with a 
State-Licensed Physician (every 48 months) 
61.23(c)(3)(i) [6]

3) Take an online test (every 24 months)
     (through AOPA.org) [20]

Then you can fly under “Basic Med Rules” 
    (FAR 61.113 (i)) [7]

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-68
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Form/FAA_Form_8700-2_OMB_EXP_06-2026.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
https://basicmedicalcourse.aopa.org/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-E/section-61.113


Review of Basic Med ‘in a nutshell’ (con’t)

Limitations Flying under Basic Med:
61.113 (i) [7]

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-E/section-61.113


Review of Basic Med ‘in a nutshell’ (con’t)

Limitations Flying under Basic Med: CRF61.113 (i) [7]

✓ Must have a valid U.S. driver’s license
✓ The aircraft is authorized to carry not more than 7 occupants 

(max passengers 6)
✓ Not more than 12,500 pounds and cannot be a transport 

category rotorcraft
✓ Cannot fly at or above 18,000 MSL
✓ Cannot fly outside the U.S. w/o approval of the foreign country
✓ Cannot fly more than 250 KIAS
✓ Must have the completed medical exam checklist and have a 

required course certificate in your logbook

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-E/section-61.113


Review of Basic Med ‘in a nutshell’ (con’t)

FAA Guidance

FAA webpage explaining Basic Med [17]

https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certification/basic_med

FAA Guide for Aviation Medical Examiners 

(including Special Issuance) [18]

https://www.faa.gov/ame_guide

Note: You can have both Basic Med and 

FAA Class Medical at the same time.

       

                        Comprehensive Medical Examination Checklist (CMEC)

         

https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certification/basic_med
https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certification/basic_med
https://www.faa.gov/ame_guide
https://www.faa.gov/ame_guide


The importance of not getting 

for an FAA Medical 

To be eligible to fly under Basic Med:

The most recently issued medical certificate (after July 14, 2006) —
✓ May be expired
✓ Cannot have been suspended or revoked.
✓ May include an authorization for special issuance
✓ The most recently issued Authorization for a Special Issuance of a 

Medical Certificate cannot have been withdrawn; and
✓ The most recent application for an airman medical certificate 

submitted to the FAA cannot have been completed and denied. 

FAR 61.23(c)(3)(ii), (iii) and (iv) [6]

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23


The importance of not getting denied for an 

FAA Medical (con’t)

To fly using only a Driver’s License (Sport Pilot Privileges):

A person must…

(ii) Have been found eligible for the issuance of at least a third-class 
airman medical certificate at the time of his or her most recent 
application (if the person has applied for a medical certificate);

(iii) Not have had his or her most recently issued medical certificate (if 
the person has held a medical certificate) suspended or revoked or 
most recent Authorization for a Special Issuance of a Medical 
Certificate withdrawn.

FAR 61.23 (c)(2)(ii) and (iii) [6]  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23


The importance of not lying or omitting medical 

information on a FAA Medical application

This could result in REVOCATION of all of your FAA Airmen 
certificates, not just a suspension.  

The National Driver Register will be checked.

- You can save your progress in MedXPress for up to 30 days before submitting.
- Once you hit “Submit,” you have 60 days to complete your physical exam with an 
Aviation Medical Examiner (AME). 
- If 60 days pass without an exam, the application is deleted from the system.
- If you discover an error after submission but before your AME appointment, 
allowing the application to expire may prevent certification action on inaccurate 
information. 
- However, prior submissions remain part of the FAA record.



The FAR regarding “…Medical Deficiency” 
FAR 61.53 [9]

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.53


The FAR regarding “…Medical Deficiency” 
FAR 61.53 [9]

The difference between:

For an FAA Medical certificate 61.53 (a):
 “…Knows or has reason to know of any medical condition 
that would make the person unable to meet the requirements for 
the medical certificate necessary for the pilot operation”.

and

For Sport Pilot Privileges (Operating with only a Driver’s 

License) 61.53 (b):
 “…knows or has reason to know of any medical condition 
that would make the person unable to operate the aircraft in a 
safe manner.”

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.53


Lists of Medications 

FAA’s list of OTC medications [11] 

https://www.faa.gov/pilots/medical_certification/medications

FAA’s Official Guide for AMEs 
re: Do Not Issue – Do Not Fly Medications and Pharmaceuticals [19]

https://www.faa.gov/ame_guide/pharm/dni_dnf

AOPA’s extensive list of medications [12]

(AOPA membership is required to access the Medication Database.)

https://aopa.org/go-fly/medical-resources/medications-database

https://www.faa.gov/pilots/medical_certification/medications
https://www.faa.gov/pilots/medical_certification/medications
https://www.faa.gov/ame_guide/pharm/dni_dnf
https://www.faa.gov/ame_guide/pharm/dni_dnf
https://aopa.org/go-fly/medical-resources/medications-database
https://aopa.org/go-fly/medical-resources/medications-database
https://aopa.org/go-fly/medical-resources/medications-database
https://aopa.org/go-fly/medical-resources/medications-database
https://aopa.org/go-fly/medical-resources/medications-database
https://aopa.org/go-fly/medical-resources/medications-database
https://aopa.org/go-fly/medical-resources/medications-database
https://aopa.org/go-fly/medical-resources/medications-database


Enjoy your new freedoms under

MOSAIC! 
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Links (con’t):

[12] https://aopa.org/go-fly/medical-resources/medications-database

[13] https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Form/FAA_Form_8700-2_OMB_EXP_06-2026.pdf

[14] https://aopa.org/

[15] https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.331

[16] https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.325

[17] https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certification/basic_med

[18] https://www.faa.gov/ame_guide

[19]  https://www.faa.gov/ame_guide/pharm/dni_dnf

[20] https://basicmedicalcourse.aopa.org

[21] https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_61-65K.pdf

[22] https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/sport_airplane_pts_29.pdf

[23] https://www.eaa.org/eaa/mosaic-aircraft-certificate

[24] https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation
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END

This Presentation will be posted on the following web sites:

 http://www.eaa42.org/sp

https://www.aasfonline.org
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